MR 0612

Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

1 wish to join the maillions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the pnivate
corporations to whomn it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy. ‘

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.” -

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathersiintended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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MR 0612

Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It 1s even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity 1s our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, 1s but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govem

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Govemnors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligentty to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the foundlng fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution. B :
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Lettex Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media OQwnership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Con gress:

I wish to join the maillions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principie that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity 1s our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is workmg diligently to protect the critical check on the

power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations goveming same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, ¢ight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Lettexr Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 20006

Dear Member of Congress:

1 wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editonal
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present altemmative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be dininished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It 1s of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity 1s our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution. '

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

1 wigh to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows iis mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the -mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the cntical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003 1
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It 1s of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet). Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the

power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

1 wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulied in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted:

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute .openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been propos&fd ig 2003---would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen. ’

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give ip to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our

ultimate ally. P}ease do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy. ‘

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.’

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the

Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers ntended by enshrining the protection of a free press in

the Constitution.
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

1 wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports thadt the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual strangiehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it secks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity 1s our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are cntical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Lettexr Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

1 wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards goverhing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city-—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whorn it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy. '

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers ihtended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Lettexr Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

1 wish to join the milhions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations govemning same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—-as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present altemative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give In to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the

power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Qwnershi

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the milhons of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city——as had
been proposed in 2003 i
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the pnivate
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Con gress:

- wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as

three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had-

been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It 1s even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as 1t seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity 1s our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
jgnorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
Signature: Lvuvzl Bl‘v{/—bf&\, "
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003-—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It 1s of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our

ulumate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers ihtended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

|
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Lettexr Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In eftect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet). Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the

Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the

power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

] wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed 1n 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution. ' '

Sincerely,
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Lettexr Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006
Dear Member of Con gress:

! wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s. managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. 'We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whorn it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing .markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet). Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

[ wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual strangiehold over all editonial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom 1t leases our public airwaves. It 1s even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet). Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which 1s working diligently to protect the critical check on the

power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely.
4 PR
el . o i:"“ | : . < .
Signature: ‘\,f\‘ut)\k»lki 4 &\UW\M'\/‘QLA res,
L e ) 2T Gy
Print Name: VWV Ol e Y . Sh’i»;wwm\q\
Address: 20 N Ly~

R

AR 1 e - i . 7 . .2—_{
Town, State, Zip: \\“ N bﬁli N 1




M 06121

Lettexr Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been propesed in 2003-—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity 1s our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, 1s but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the crtical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers ihtended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,

Signature:
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Address:
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

1 wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003-—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flounish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company's preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity 1s our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Govemnors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press n
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Qwnershi

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomeraté to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003--—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental mmportance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whormn it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity 1s our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers ihtended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed. the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet). Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution. ;

Sincerely,
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006
Dear Member of Congress:

[ wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet). Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the

power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely, )
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress;

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC 1s re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot aliow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
contro]l over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity is our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must amm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.

Sincerely,
. o y
y M -3 . e "3 A R
Signature: Lov A s T
i ’ o iy
. Ry .- < . ;
Print Name: p IR Y oA
: -t
}I ok /) —-» e P . /: ' . ,"" - . . T"
Address: s o3 O S
1 o : -
. CAL Do o P UGS
Town, State, Zip: o ool ,ﬁ o SOl

B st



M 06

Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006
Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003-—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it secks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet). Diversity is our

ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it. is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern

ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30, 2006

Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all comers of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been preposed in 2003—would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot aliow that to happen.

It 1s of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whon it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet.) Diversity 1s our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy.

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Govemors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of govemment that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in
the Constitution.
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Letter Opposing Relaxation of FCC Standards re: Media Ownership

June 30. 2006
Dear Member of Congress:

I wish to join the millions of Americans opposed to any relaxation of the FCC’s standards governing
media ownership. Reports that the FCC is re-visiting the same proposed rules changes that resulted in a
firestorm of public outrage from all corners of American society back in 2003 shocks and dismays me.
Indeed, the regulations governing same market media ownership need to be strengthened, not diluted.

This nation was founded upon a bedrock principle that encouraged many voices to speak freely and
contribute openly to the chorus of democracy. Allowing one media conglomerate to own as many as
three television stations, eight radio stations and the sole daily newspaper within a single city—as had
been proposed in 2003— would grant one company’s managers a virtual stranglehold over all editorial
content flowing into that community. Its monopolistic advantage would stifle other media’s ability to
flourish and present alternative views. In effect, the chorus of ideas that we value in our democracy
would be diminished to a tedious monotone, droning out one company’s preferred view of the world,
culture and politics. We simply cannot allow that to happen.

It is of fundamental importance that you ensure the FCC follows its mandate to police the private
corporations to whom it leases our public airwaves. It is even more important that neither the FCC nor
Congress give in to the mounting pressure of the media conglomerate lobby, as it seeks ever-greater
control over existing markets, as well as emerging markets (such as the Internet). Diversity is our
ultimate ally. Please do your part to preserve and encourage the diversity of voices and free flow of
ideas that are critical to our democracy. '

As James Madison once said: “A popular Government without popular information or the means of
acquiring it, is but a Prologue to a Farce or a Tragedy or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern
ignorance, and a people who mean to be their own Governors, must arm themselves with the power
knowledge gives.”

We urge you to support the efforts of Rep. Maurice Hinchey (D-NY22) and fellow members of the
Future of American Media Caucus, which is working diligently to protect the critical check on the
power of government that the founding fathers intended by enshrining the protection of a free press in

the Constitution. X
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